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We are an Open and Affirming congregation, finding grace in the search for understanding.
No matter who we are, or where we are on life's jou  rney, all are welcome here .

NOVEMBER MUSINGS

A few weeks ago | was touched by a letter and a financial gift from a member of one of the 12-Step
groups that meets in our building. She wrote about how much her life was changing for the better
because of the meeting, and she wanted to thank us for hosting the groups and for the physical
improvements in and around St. Paul’s over the past year. Her financial gift was a contribution to the
building fund (Fund-A-Need) that was part of the recent auction. She didn’t have to do this. The
world doesn’t often reward us for this type of altruistic behavior. Yet she did it anyway, and explained
to me that this was for her out of reasons of both faith and thankfulness.

All the more striking for me was that | received this letter in the context of a secular and politicized
world around us that most often asks us if we are better off than before, and rarely ever asking us to
pitch in or share, let alone sacrifice anything. “Are you better off than you were four years ago?” |
don't think this is the question for us to be asking in the church. Rather, | would ask “Am | a better
person than | was four years ago?” And if not, why not? And if so, what is my response?

A few years ago we moved away from a formal stewardship and pledge request campaign. We have
pretty accurately estimated what the giving would be from the congregation, and have benefited from
less anxiety around this issue. But even though we don't ask for a specific financial pledge amount in
putting together a budget for the coming year, it remains important for all of us to be intentional about
what our support (financial, leadership, spiritual practices, etc.) may be.

To that end there is a “Prayer and Pledge Card” that is enclosed in this newsletter. It simply asks two
questions: 1) In 2009, my hopes, dreams, and prayers for St. Paul’s are... and, 2) Ways that | can
help that happen include... These cards will also be included in the worship bulletins on Sunday,
November 16 and they may be placed in the offering plate if you wish. Again, the pointisn'tin
building a budget for the coming year, but in building up our community. Being intentional is more
than simply showing up at church when it is convenient or when we need something. It is in being
spiritually fed and then responding through our own gifts — practicing hospitality, participating in
mission, supporting St. Paul’s in the ways that we can — whether spreading wood chips or practicing a
Christmas pageant or writing a check. All of these ways of support are important and faithful.

Faith and thankfulness. This is a great stewardship reminder for all of us!

Faithfully,
Pastor Tim



NOVEMBER SUNDAYS AND WORSHIP

Daylight Savings Time ends

November 2

November 9

November 16

November 23

November 30

9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

12:00 noon
2:00 pm
9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

12:00 noon

Nursery Opens

Church School, Choir rehearsal

All Saints Day

Communion Worship — 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Mat
Tim Devine, preaching; Jan Eadie, worship leader
Fellowship in Foster Hall

Chuukese Island Fellowship

thew 23:1-12

Nursery Opens

Church School, Choir rehearsal

Worship with Seattle Chuukese Church — Mat  thew 25:1-13

Tim Devine, Dotty Armstrong, and Rosendo Selifis, worship leaders
Fellowship in Foster Hall

Bring Food Items for Emergency Feeding Program

2:00 pm

9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

12:00 noon
2:00 pm

9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

12:00 noon
2:00 pm

9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

12:00 noon
2:00 pm

Celebrations in November

Jim and Gretchen Trollinger
Kathy K AA Birthday
Meredith Ballard

Chuukese Island Fellowship

Nursery Opens

Church School, Choir rehearsal

Worship — 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew  25:14-30
Tim Devine, preaching; Chris Johnson, worship leader
Fellowship in Foster Hall

Chuukese Island Fellowship

Nursery Opens

Church School, Choir rehearsal

Worship — Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31 -46
Tamara Roberts, preaching; Bill Morlan, worship leader
Fellowship in Foster Hall

Chuukese Island Fellowship

Nursery Opens

Church School, Choir rehearsal

First Sunday of Advent

Worship — Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Mark 13:24-37

Steven Mitchell, preaching; Tim Devine, worship leader
Fellowship in Foster Hall

Chuukese Island Fellowship

11-5-93 Hans and Mary Mueller 11-10-90
11-8-89 Lauren Devine 11-24
11-8-05 Samantha Champagne-Hicks 11-28



Special calendar dates in November

November 1 Book Club at the home of Mary Mueller — 10:30 am
November 2 All Saints Sunday
November 5 Choir rehearsal in the Sanctuary — 7:00 pm
November 9 Worship with Seattle Chuukese Church

Bring food items for Emergency Feeding Program
November 10 Church Council meeting — 7:00 pm in the Loft
November 12 Choir rehearsal in the Sanctuary — 7:00 pm
November 18-28 Tim Devine on vacation
November 19 Choir rehearsal in the Sanctuary — 7:00 pm
November 24 Newsletter deadline
November 27 Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed

Looking ahead

December 21 Longest Night

December 24 Christmas Eve

January 4 Pastor Emeritus recognition for Del Elliott
January 18 St. Paul's Annual Meeting

BOOK CLUB — NOVEMBER 1

All are welcome to participate in these book discussions! The next gathering will be
held on Saturday, November 1. This will be at the home of Mary Mueller (3232 NW
57" Street) at 10:30 am. The book to be discussed will be Huck Finn by Mark Twain.
Questions? Contact Mary.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS — SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY — NOVEMBER 2

The Christian religious holidays of All Saints and All Souls have a long tradition. In ancient times
Celtic fire festivals were held at the time of transition from autumn to winter. The souls of the dead
were invited to the hearth to be warmed and fed by the living. In the secular world this has become
Halloween. In the Christian tradition this has become All Saints Day. On November 2 we will
remember those who have died, and especially those during this past year. Names, prayers, silence,
and candle-lighting will be a part of our worship as we remember those who have gone before us.

WORSHIP SERVICE WITH SEATTLE CHUUKESE CHURCH — NOVE MBER 9

We will join together on this day at 11:00 am! This community from the Micronesian Chuukese
Islands has been worshiping in the St. Paul's Sanctuary on Sunday afternoons for the past five years.
We have had annual meaningful worship services each November and look forward to another time
together and to deepening our connections. The Chuukese folk are changing their worship time to be
with us and we will have fellowship time together afterwards in Foster Hall. All St. Paul’'s folk are
invited to bring food/potluck items to share as the y are our guests for fellowship.




CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING — NOVEMBER 10
The next Church Council meeting will be on Monday, November 10 at 7:00 pm in the Loft. Need an
item on the agenda? Contact Mary Mueller.

PASTOR TIM ON VACATION — NOVEMBER 18-28

Tim will be away during this time. Tamara Roberts will be preaching on November 23 and Steven
Mitchell will be preaching on November 30 (Tim will be worship leader on this day and will be back in
the office on December 1). The church office will be open with regular hours during this time.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE — NOVEMBER 24
In the morning please!

OFFICE CLOSED ON THANKSGIVING DAY — NOVEMBER 27

CHOIR REREARSALS — WEDNESDAY EVENINGS

Every Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm the choir rehearses in the Sanctuary! All are welcome to come
and sing! It's fun, it's fellowship, and it's important in worship! If you have questions, speak with
Music Director Mick Roraback after church. No Thanksgiving week choir rehearsal on

Wednesday, November 26 .

NO PANCAKE BREAKFASTS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
These are not scheduled in these two months so as to not conflict with Thanksgiving and Christmas.
The next pancake breakfast will be on Saturday, January 31, 2009.

NO FAMILY AND ADULT SERVICE CENTER LUNCHES IN NOVEM BER AND DECEMBER

We are taking a two month break from this “last Sunday of the month” mission activity. The center
receives special Thanksgiving and Christmas food donations that occur during the weekends when
we normally serve lunch. We will resume our mission activity in January.

BRING NEWSPAPER RECYCLING TO ST. PAUL'S

Please remember to bring your newspapers, magazines, and old phone books to the bin in the
parking lot. This bin now also accepts all recyclable paper. St. Paul's and the local food bank
each receive about $700 annually from this outreach program.

COMMUNICATION AT ST. PAUL'S

Telephone messages can be left on private voicemail for the pastor and office manager. Call the
church number at 206/783-6733 and during the message press 1 for Tim or 2 for Anne. Tim’'s home
phone is in the church directory and you are welcome to call him there, too.

E-mail messages can be left directly for Anne at anne@stpucc.org or Tim at tim@stpucc.org.
General questions may be sent to info@stpucc.org.




CELEBRATING THE AUCTION

It happens every year. The stress level increases, the work level rises, the worry factor kicks in, the
intensity multiplies, the pleas go out and our prayers are always answered! Yes — I'm talking about
the annual auction!

The auction committee asked and our St. Paul’s family replied in a resounding manner. This year
you helped to obtain more donations and bring more guests to our fabulous event than we have ever
experienced. Way to go!

And despite the troubling economy, we were able to raise unexpected amounts in our major fund
raising event. Nearly $11,000 was donated to the Fund-A Need! After subtracting for expenses
(caterer, table rental, publicity, credit card fees, etc.), almost $15,000 was contributed to the St. Paul’s
operating budget! Everyone in the St. Paul’s family — whether you donated time, money, skills, or
good wishes — played a played a big role in reaching those dollar figures. You should feel good about
what you have done.

We are always looking to make the auction a better experience for our guests and volunteers. We
did several things differently this year based upon input from last year... new venue, served a full
dinner, toned down the "frills", etc. Your input is valuable. What did you like? What are the
opportunities for improvement? What can be done to make the evening more entertaining or run
more smoothly? We really are interested in what you think. Please provide your input to an auction
committee member — Anne Lewis, Mary Lou Weitzel, David Anderson, or Kathy Knauff.

Every year working on the auction is an incredible experience. We worry, stress out, lose our cool,
and fret about the results. But, then as we get closer to the date, we remind ourselves to let go and
let God. And every single time, something amazing and unexpected happens and our auction is an
unqualified success. In the end, God answers our prayers.

-Kathy Knauff

Thanks for the Fund-A-Need!
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ST. PAUL'S NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS

Bettie Lucas announces the birth of her great-grandson ROBERT
SHELDON CURRY. He was born on September 21, albeit
prematurely weighing 2 Ibs 2 oz. He is still in the hospital ICU but
even having had a staff infection has gained strength and now weighs 3 Ibs 1 0z. When he reaches 4
Ibs 8 0z he will come home! Our congratulations and our prayers are with this family.

IN SYMPATHY

Francine Walls’ younger sister SYLVIA WALLS died on September 26 after a long illness. Her life
was remembered and celebrated at a memorial service on October 19 at the First Free Methodist
Church at Seattle Pacific University. Former church member CLARA CLAUSEN died in Gresham,
OR on August 19. She is remembered for many things at St. Paul’s including leadership in the
Women'’s Fellowship and being the Wedding Coordinator. A memorial gathering was held for her on
September 6 at the Fairlawn Good Samaritan Retirement Community in Gresham. NANA MARTA
SIMONE was killed in a car accident in September. She was a friend of the Casa de la Imaginacion
Center in Yelapa, Mexico and of Judith Roth and Cody Sontag there. A gathering to remember her
life was held at the Riverside Center in Cashmere, WA on October 5. Our prayers and sympathy rest
with the friends and families of these folk.

CONCERNS

JACQUIE WILLETTE has been at home recovering from pneumonia. KATHARINE KIRK and ANNE
LEWIS have both had surgery in September and are recovering well. TAMARA GODFREY continues
to have chemotherapy. ELLEN WARNOCK is at home dealing with a variety of environmental
sensitivities.  We hold all these folk and their families in our prayers.

WOMEN"S FELLOWSHIP

TILLIE SCHOONMAKER hosted a lovely luncheon at her home on October 20 which included
enjoying her player piano! Those folk who were able to be there included BETH BERGERSON, TIM
DEVINE, CATHERINE HALL, JANET HALL, BETTIE LUCAS, RUTH KENARD, KATHARINE KIRK,
SUSAN WATTS, and JACQUIE WILLETTE.

THANKS

Thanks to KATHARINE KIRK for washing, starching, and ironing the Sanctuary
altar and communion table cloths. Thanks to CHRISTINA BOGAR, TIM
DEVINE, ROGER FARIS, JANET HALL, and SHARON JAMES for pruning,
weeding, and wood chipping around the church grounds. Thanks to DAVID
ANDERSON and RON RYSEFF for helping with some minor maintenance
projects in the building. Thanks to FRED HOY for paining the outside window trim on the north side
of the building and the doorways in the downstairs interior hallway. Thanks to MARY MUELLER for
significant time and care in her role as Parish Nurse. Thanks to TIM DEVINE for substituting as
custodian when both regular employees were away one weekend in October.
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Thanks to the fellowship hour hosts and pancake breakfast workers, coordinated by SHARON
JAMES and EILEEN OLINGER,; to the building closers and emergency feeding program suppliers,
coordinated by HANS MUELLER; to the Family and Adult Service Center bakers, workers, and
servers, coordinated by ED and JENNIFER PHILYAW. Thanks to all those who contributed socks for
the “Sock It to the Homeless” campaign; coordinated by TRICIA KENEALY, KRISTEN MEILICKE,
and STEVEN MITCHELL. And thanks to all those who participated in our auction, but in particular
the hardworking Auction Committee — DAVID ANDERSON, KATHY KNAUFF, ANNE LEWIS, and
MARY LOU WEITZEL.

ENCOURAGEMENT!
EILEEN OLINGER will be participating in half of the Seattle Thanksgiving Marathon on November 30!

REMEMBERING CANDLE

On the communion table there is a candle with a yellow ribbon to remind us of those

persons significant in the life of our congregation who are with the U.S. military in

settings of war. At present this includes and DEE PHILLIPS a member of the

Explosive Armaments Disposal Unit in Afghanistan, and son of Karen Delaney; ERIC

SHUTTLER stationed in Karbala, Iraq working in financial reconstruction, a long time

friend of Steven Mitchell; and MIKE WEITZEL on his second deployment with the -
National Guard in Iraq, and son of Mary Lou Weitzel and father of Casey Weitzel.

We pray for all people in Iraq and Afghanistan, knowing that all of us are created in the image of God.

A NOTE FROM OPERATION NIGHTWATCH
Dear St. Paul's UCC,

Thank you so much for your support of our “Sock It to the Homeless” sock drive. There was a great
response, and people are continuing to collect socks and bring them to us. Last night we served 160
homeless men and women — providing food, shelter, and socks!

These are tough times, more people feeling the pinch. Every night we spend $800 to get people off
the street. Your support provides tangible care for people in the toughest of situations. Thank you for
your compassion and generosity. We hope you will continue to remember us in the coming cold
months. Thank you again for helping homeless people.

Rev. Rick Reynolds, Executive Director of Operation Nightwatch

And, as Tricia Kenealy reported in worship on October 26, they have asked us to pray for them on a
weekly basis. So, on Mondays, think about — pray about — meditate about — Operation Nightwatch,
the Family and Adult Service Center, and all those who are homeless among us.

MARK CALENDARS FOR DECEMBER 21

We will be marking the Longest Night/Winter Solstice once again with the combined choirs of St.
Paul’'s and Trinity United Methodist Church, under the leadership of Mick Roraback and Deeji Killian.
This is a wonderful and inspirational evening event. The sanctuary is filled with Christmas music.
Come and bring a friend!




UCC NEWS

NEW ORLEANS WORK CAMP — 2009

The next conference work camp will be February 8-14, 2009 and directed by Randy
Crowe. The cost is $400 with roundtrip travel additional. Questions? Speak with
any of our St. Paul's participants so far! For more information about the upcoming
work camp, contact Randy at 800/448-3489 or randy@n-sid-sen.orqg.

SPEAKING OUT AGAINST TORTURE — NOVEMBER 12
"Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions, in their highest
ideals, hold dear. It degrades everyone involved — policy-makers, perpetrators, and victims.
It contradicts our nation's most cherished ideals. Any policies that permit torture and
inhumane treatment are shocking and morally intolerable. Nothing less is at stake in the
torture abuse crisis than the soul of our nation. What does it signify if torture is condemned
in word but allowed in deed? Let America abolish torture now — without exceptions."

On Wednesday, November 12, from 7:30 to 9:00 pm at University Congregational UCC (4515 16"
Ave NE) there will be speakers on this issue including Brig. General Stephen Xenakis, US Army
(Ret.) MD (Physicians for Human Rights), Jorge Quiroga (experienced torture in Argentina), David
Marshall, J.D. (representing three current prisoners at Guantanamo Bay), J. David Kinzie, M.D.
(Professor of Psychiatry), and Rev. Michael Denton (Pacific Northwest UCC Conference Minister).
This event is co-sponsored by the Church Council of Greater Seattle and Seattle Fellowship of
Reconciliation.

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES SERIES

Marcia McLaughlin, a Spiritual Director and member of Richmond Beach Congregational UCC, is
offering a series of monthly classes exploring spiritual practices or “disciplines” on Tuesday evenings
or Thursday mornings through May. These are held at Rosary Heights retreat center in Edmonds
and the cost is $15 per class. Topics include Journaling, Holy Listening, Creativity and Play,
Forgiveness, The Daily Examen, Discernment, Being God’s Hands for Peace and Justice, and
Ecospirituality. Brochures are available in the church office. Questions can be directed to Marcia at
206/228-4354 or marciamclaughlin@msn.com or to Pastor Tim.

ST. PAUL'S UCC CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING — OCTOBER 13, 2008

Members in attendance: Paul Allen, Dotty Armstrong, Steve Mitchell, Mary Mueller, and Mary Lou
Weitzel. Also attending: Tim Devine. Steve Mitchell led devotions. Minutes from September were
approved.

Pastor’s Report:

- Tim thanked the auction committee for their hard work. The auction was very successful
considering the economic news just a week prior. We should meet our budget estimate.
Lots going on at the church in weeks to come. Nov 2" is All Saints’ Day and Nov o™ is worship
with the Chuukese Church. Tamara Roberts and Steve Mitchell will be sharing pulpit duties. The
children’s pageant will probably be Dec 21%. The Sunday after New Years, Jan 4" we will
acknowledge Dell Elliott as pastor emeritus.



Karen Delaney, who has been attending St Paul’s, has written a play “On the Road to Egypt”
which may be performed in worship by the church council at a later date.

Susan Watts won the auction bid for “Choose the Sermon” and has chosen the theme of Biblical
self-defense for (and support of) GLBT folk against conservative Christian attack. This sermon
will be given on Jan 18" the day of our annual meeting.

Bill Morlan suggested that we give non-toxic water bottles with the St Paul's logo to visitors in lieu
of popcorn. We will look into the cost and non-toxicity.

Tim suggested that we have a Christmas bazaar table with Equal Exchange coffee, cocoa and
chocolate. It was also suggested to have the water bottles and St Paul note cards. These could
be purchased for gifts.

The mail box on the 12" St door has worn out and will be replaced with a secure receptacle.

M/S/P to purchase a secure mail receptacle for up to $300 from memorial gifts.

Treasurer’s Report:

Year to date income through September 30 is $90,109 and expenses are $102,179 for a deficit of
$12,070. Our budget counts on $15,000 from the auction in October. Our expenses are much more
evenly spread out, so that means our expenditures are typically greater than our receipts until
October. The auction receipts will post in October.

Old Business:
Awaiting more information on the painting. Dave Heater has agreed to be the point person for
the roof issues.
Mary Lou Weitzel gave a report on the auction. The general consensus is that the auction was a
huge success and it was a lot of work. Most churches our size have an auction every other year.
It is suggested that we look into other fund raising projects for the alternate years.

New Business:
Paul Allen presented the 2009 budget timeline. Nov 6" is the deadline for 2009 budget requests.
Flowers will be sent to Anne Lewis, who is recovering from surgery at her home.
There was a discussion to change the timeline for the children’s sermon so there would be less
disruption in bringing the children into the sanctuary. This will be discussed with Connie Voget
and Nikki Libert and tabled for now.
We made a new cell phone list of council members.

Parish Nurse Report:
Mary Mueller thanked the council for their support of our elderly members. Being parish nurse has
been very gratifying for Mary and she enjoys the experience.

Action Items:
Follow up on painting with Fred Hoy
Pursue finding another person to help in the AV room.
Talk to Connie and Nikki about placement of children’s sermon.
Investigate non-toxic water bottles with St. Paul's/lUCC logo.

The next council meeting will be held on Nov 10, 2008.
Mary Lou Weitzel will lead devotions.

Respectfully submitted, Mary Lou Weitzel, Secretary pro tem.



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church Staff:

Pastor — Rev. Tim Devine

Pastor Emeritus — Rev. Del Elliott

Office Manager — Anne Lewis

Music Director — Mick Roraback

Childcare — Nikki Libert, Anita Featherstone
Wedding Coordinator — Mary Mueller
Custodial — Marie Babst, Tewolde Amelesom

Church Council:

Moderator — Mary Mueller

Vice-Moderator — Dotty Armstrong

Secretary — Tricia Kenealy

Treasurer — Paul Allen

At Large — Kristen Meilicke, Steven Mitchell,
Mary Lou Weitzel

Other Church Leadership:
Auction — David Anderson, Kathy Knauff,
Anne Lewis, Mary Lou Weitzel
Christian Education — Connie Voget
Church School — Sharon James
Community Life — Sharon James, Eileen Olinger
Grounds — Christina Bogar, Janet Hall
House — Ed Philyaw
In-Care — Tim Devine, Jan Eadie, Kathy Knauff
Membership — Ron Ryseff
Nominations — Christina Bogar
Parish Nurse — Mary Mueller
Personnel — Steven Mitchell
Pastor/Parish — Dotty Armstrong, Rich Voget
Retreat — Jan Eadie
Serenity Garden — Dotty Armstrong
Social Action — Chris Johnson
Stewardship — Hans Mueller
Chuukese Church — Tim Devine, Rosendo Selifis
Website — Scott Meilicke, David Anderson
Worship — Mary Lou Weitzel

Church Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday: 9 am to 3 pm
(with a break for lunch)

Pastor Tim is not in the building on Tuesdays.

The Sanctuary & Serenity Garden are open to all.
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